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Objectives of The Prophet Muhammad's Marriages
*Peace & Blessings Unto Him (pbuh)

~The most perfect believer in faith is the one whose character is finest and who is kindest to his wife.~
( Quotes on marriage from Tirmidhi and Nasa'i)

According to Islamic belief, the main objectives of Muhammad's marriages can be divided into four.
1. Helping out the widows of his companions.

2. Creating family bonds between him and his companions (Muhammad married the daughters of Abu Bakr
and Umar, whereas Uthman and Ali married his daughters. He therefore had family bonds with all the first
four Caliphs – ie. Leaders in Islam).
3. Spreading the message by uniting different clans through marriage.
4. Increasing credibility and sources for conveying his private family life.
If he only had one wife, then it would have been a tremendous responsibility on her to convey
Muhammad's private acts of worship and family life, and people would try to discredit her to destroy the
credibility of these practices.
However, with multiple wives, there were a lot more sources to the knowledge, making it more difficult to
discredit. Therefore his marriages gave more women the opportunity to learn and teach the matters of his
private life.
Muhammad's first marriage was at the age of 25 to the 40-year old Khadijah. He was married to one woman
until the age of 50, after which he is believed to have had multiple wives for the four reasons explained above.
With the exception of Aisha, Muhammad only married widows and divorced women.
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Rules For Marriage in Islam

Could you please explain to me the requirements of a valid marriage in Islam?

The following are the requirements of a valid marriage:

The pillars of marriage are three:
1. The couple must be free from any Islamic prevention to their being able to marry one another.
2. The woman must have the approval of her guardian.
3. There must be an offer and acceptance.

The conditions of marriage are four:
1. The presence of the couple
2. Their approval
3. The presence of the woman’s guardian
4. Two male, Muslim witnesses
These are the requirements of a valid marriage.

Our Prophet (peace be upon him) said :
“Any woman married without the consent of her guardian, then her marriage contract is void , and the ruler is
the guardian for whom has no guardian”.
He also said: “There is no marriage without a guardian.”
The girl’s father is her guardian unless he is proven unfit on grounds of insanity, immorality,
or malicious intent by a Muslim judge in an Islamic court
or other presiding Islamic authority in the locality.
In such cases, his guardianship is revoked
and the next closest male relative will become her guardian.
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The Importance of Marriage in Islam
~The worst among you are your bachelors~

1- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
`O young people! W hoever among you can support a wife should marry, for that is more modest for the gaze
and safer for your private parts’ ~Sahih Muslim, Sahih Bukhari

2- Marriage quotation narrated by Anas bin Malik: “
A group of three men came to the houses of the wives of the Prophet asking how the Prophet worshipped (Allah), and when they were informed about that, they considered their worship insufficient and said,
"Where are we from the Prophet as his past and future sins have been forgiven."
Then one of them said, "I will offer the prayer throughout the night forever." The other said, "I will fast
throughout the year and will not break my fast." The third said, "I will keep away from the women and will not
marry forever." Allah's Apostle came to them and said, "Are you the same people who said so-and-so?
By Allah, I am more submissive to Allah and more afraid of Him than you; yet I fast and break my fast,
I do sleep and I also marry women. So he who does not follow my tradition in religion, is not from me (not one
of my followers)." ~Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim

3- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"When a man marries, he has fulfilled half of his religion, so let him fear Allah regarding the remaining half."
~Bayhqi

4- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"A man marries a woman for four reasons: for her property, for her rank, for her beauty, and for her religion
(and character). So marry the one who is best in the religion and character and prosper." ~Bukhari and Muslim

5- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
“Nikah (marriage) is my Sunna. He who shuns my Sunna is not of me.” ~Muslim

6- 'Uthman (b.'Affan) reported it directly from Allah's Apostle (peace and blessings be upon him) that he said:
“A Muhrim should neither marry (in that state) nor make the proposal of marriage.” ~Muslim

7- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
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A Wife in Marriage Quotes
1- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"If Allah grants a Muslim a righteous wife, this helps him preserve half of his religion (faith).
He should, therefore, fear Allah as regards the other half." ~A t-Tabarani and Al-Hakim

2- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"The whole world is pleasure, and the best pleasure of the world is the righteous woman.” ~Muslim

3- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
“Four things bring one joy:
i) a righteous wife,
ii) a spacious house,
iii) a pious neighbor and
iv) a comfortable riding animal."
~ Al-Hakim, Abu-Nu`aym and Al-Bayhaqi

4- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
`A Muslim man can acquire no benefit after Islam greater than a Muslim wife who makes him happy when he
looks at her, obeys him when he commands her, and protects him when he is away from her in herself and in
his property.' ~ Nasa'i

5- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
`The most perfect believer in faith is the one whose character is finest and who is kindest to his wife.'
~Tirmidhi and Nasa'i
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The Rationale Behind Prophet's Marriages

The rationale behind these marriages is clear. Many were performed to rehabilitate divorced and widowed
women, especially widows of companions who had been killed in the early battles. Sometimes, Muhammad
(S) had to go to great lengths to persuade the women to marry him. Other marriages were done to strengthen
bonds between friends and tribes.
Some were done as an act of compassion toward a conquered foe.
In the society of those times, they were regarded as acts of nobility and kindness. With the exception of the
marriage to Zaynab bint Jahsh, none appeared to create any controversy. The controversy surrounding
Zaynab's marriage soon dissipated as the motive behind it became clear.

All of his wives distinguished themselves in some area of charity, kindness, or, as in the case of 'A'ishah , erudition and knowledge. They were held to a higher standard and were informed that both their rewards and punishments were greater than of other women in the society.
The Qur'an honors them as the "Mothers of the believers". Their marriages to the Prophet were voluntary and
they could initiate and ask for divorce if they so desired.
The Qur'an and Muhammad (S) made revolutionary changes in the status of women (in that region) and his
wives were in many ways exemplars of these changes. As the Prophet's dealings with his wives were based on
love, affection, respect and dignity, others in the society were expected to follow his exemplary behavior.
Men and women were declared equal in the eyes of Allah. Compassion, equity, and justice were mandated.
Rules were laid down for marriage and divorce. Laws regarding ownership of property were promulgated. The
notion of the moral superiority of men over women was shot down.

Men were told they had the duty to protect women and children. As mentioned earlier the Qur'an stresses the
moral and spiritual equality of men and women in emphatic and unambiguous language.
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Wives of the Prophet – their number and a brief account of them

Ibn Babawayh has narrated through authentic chains of narrators from Imam Muhammad Baqir (a.s.) that the
Holy Prophet (S) married fifteen women and established relations with thirteen of them. He left nine widows
and two ladies with whom the Holy Prophet (S) had not established relations. One was Umrah and another was
Shanawa.
The remaining thirteen are as follows: Khadija binte Khuwailad, Sauda binte Zamaa, Umm Salma, who was
named Hind, she was the daughter of Abi Umayyah, Ayesha binte Abu Bakr, whose agnomen was Umm Abdullah, Hafasa binte Umar bin Khattab, Zainab binte Khuzaimah al-Harith, who was referred to as Ummul
Masakeen, Zainab binte Jahash, Ramla binte Abu Sufyan, whose agnomen was Umm Habib, Maimoona binte
Harith, Zainab binte Umais, Juwairiya binte Harith, Safiya binte Huyy bin Akhtab, Salma binte Hakim who
gifted her self to the Prophet; and there were two special slave girls who also had their turns as the wives had.

The Four Most Perfect Women
But in the entire history of the world, there are only four women who could measure up
to the high standards of true greatness and perfection set by Islam.
They measured up to these standards by dint of their great services to Allah.
Muhammad Mustafa, the Prophet of Islam, the Recipient of Revelation from Heaven,
and its Interpreter, identified them.

They are:
Asiya, the wife of Pharaoh - she pulled the prophet Musa (Moses) out of the river
Maryam (Mary), the mother of Isa (Jesus)
Khadija, the daughter of Khuwayled, and

Fatima Zahra, the daughter of Muhammad Mustafa (S)
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1. Khadija bint Khuwaylid
At age 25, Muhammad wed his wealthy employer,
the 40-year-old merchant Khadija.
This marriage, his first, would be both happy and monogamous;
Muhammad would rely on the wealthy Khadija in many ways, until her death 25 years later.
They had two sons, Qasim and Abd-Allah (nicknamed al-Ṭāhir and al-Ṭayyib respectively),
both died young, and four daughters—Zaynab, Ruqaiya, Umm Kulthum and Fatimah.
Shia scholars dispute the paternity of Khadija's daughters,
as they view the first three of them as the daughters from previous marriages
and only Fatimah as the daughter of Muhammad and Khadija.
During their marriage, Khadija purchased the slave Zayd ibn Harithah,
then adopted the young man as her son at Muhammad's request.
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Sawda bint Zamʿa (2)
Before he left for Medina, it was suggested by Khawlah bint Hakim that he marry Sawda bint Zamʿa, who had
suffered many hardships after she became a Muslim. Prior to that, Sawda was married to a paternal cousin of
hers named As-Sakran bin ‘Amr, and had five or six sons from her previous marriage.
There are disagreement in Muslim tradition whether Muhammad first married Sawda or Aisha. In one account,
he married Sawda in Shawwal, when she was about 55 years old, in the tenth year of Prophethood, after the
death of Khadija. At about the same period, Aisha was betrothed to him.[12]
As Sawda got older, and some time after Muhammad's marriage to Umm Salama,[13] some sources claim that
Muhammad wished to divorce Sawda.[14] Still other traditions maintain that Muhammad did not intend to divorce her, but only Sawda feared or thought that he would.[15]
As a compromise, or because of her old age, Sawda offered to give her turn of Muhammad's conjugal visits to
Aisha, stating that she "was old, and cared not for men; her only desire was to rise on the Day of Judgment as
one of his wives".[14] While some Muslim historians cite this story as a reason of revelation forQuran 4:128,
others like Rashid Rida dispute this whole account as "poorly supported", or mursal.[15]
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3. 'A'ishah bint Abu Bakr(2nd or 3rd)

Aisha was the daughter of Muhammad's close friend Abu Bakr.
She was initially betrothed to Jubayr ibn Mut'im, a Muslim whose father,
though pagan, was friendly to the Muslims.
When Khawlah bint Hakim suggested that Muhammad marry Aisha,
after the death of Muhammad's first wife (Khadija),
the previous agreement regarding marriage of Aisha with ibn Mut'im was put aside by common consent.
Aisha was six or seven years old when betrothed to Muhammad.
Traditional sources state that she stayed in her parents' home until the age of nine when the marriage
was consummatedwith Muhammad, then 53, in Medina,
with the single exception of al-Tabari, who records that she was ten.
Both Aisha and Sawda, his two wives,
were given apartments adjoined to the Al-Masjid al-Nabawi mosque.
Aisha was extremely scholarly and inquisitive.
Her contribution to the spread of Muhammad's message was extraordinary,
and she served the Muslim community for 44 years after his death.
She is also known for narrating 2210 hadith,
not just on matters related to Muhammad's private life, but also on topics
such inheritance, pilgrimage, eschatology, among other subjects.
She was highly regarded for her intellect and knowledge in various fields,
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Aisha bint Abu Bakr (2nd or 3rd)
[The Prophet] married her three years before the Emigration, when she was seven years old, and consummated the marriage when she was nine years old, after he had emigrated to Medina in Shawwal. She was eighteen
years old when he died. The Messenger of God did not marry any maiden except her.
Narrated 'Aisha: The Prophet was screening me with his Rida' (garment covering the upper part of the body)
while I was looking at the Ethiopians who were playing in the courtyard of the mosque. (I continued watching)
till I was satisfied. So you may deduce from this event how a little girl (who has not reached the age of puberty) who is eager to enjoy amusement should be treated in this respect.
Sahih Bukhari 7:62:163
The Qur'an: Aisha *may A llah be pleased with her, is accused of Adultery
Qur'an (2:282) - Establishes that a woman's testimony is worth only half that of a man's in court
(there is no "he said/she said" gridlock in Islam).
Qur'an (24:4) - "And those who accuse chaste women and do not bring four witnesses (to support their
allegations of adultery), flog them..." Strictly speaking, this verse addresses adultery (revealed at the very
time that Muhammad's favorite wife was being accused of adultery on the basis of only three witnesses. However it is a part of the theological underpinning of the Sharia rule on rape,
since if there are not four male witnesses, the rape "did not occur".
Qur'an (24:13) - "Why did they not bring four witnesses of it?
But as they have not brought witnesses they are liars before Allah."
Qur'an (2:223) - "Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so approach your tilth when or how ye will..." There is
no such thing as rape in marriage, as a man is permitted unrestricted sexual access to his wives.
And those who launch a charge against chaste women, and produce not four witnesses (flog them -80 stripes;
and reject their evidence ever after: for such men are wicked transgressors.
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Widows of the war with Mecca
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(4 or 5). Zaynab bint Khuzayma The Mother of the Poor
~Our Lady of Charity~
She was also widowed at the battle of Badr. She was the wife of 'Ubaydah b. al-Hārith,
a faithful Muslim and from the tribe of al-Muttalib,
for which Muhammad had special responsibility.

When her husband died, Muhammad aiming to provide for her,
married her. She was nicknamed Umm Al-Masakeen
(roughly translates as the mother of the poor),
because of her kindness and charity.
Close to Aisha's age, the two younger wives,
Hafsa and Zaynab were welcomed into the household.
Sawda, who was much older, extended her motherly benevolence to the younger women.
Aisha and Hafsa had a lasting relationship.
As for Zaynab, however, she became ill and died eight months after her marriage
She died in October 625.
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(4 or 5). Hafsah bint 'Umar and Zaynab bint Khuzayma
During the Muslim war with Mecca,
many men were killed leaving behind widows and orphans.
Hafsa bint Umar,
the daughter of Umar (‘Umar bin Al-Khattab),
was widowed at battle of Badr,
when her husband Khunais ibn Hudhaifa was killed in action.
Muhammad married her in 3 A.H./625 C.E.
Close to Aisha's age, the two younger wives Hafsa and Zaynab
were welcomed into the household.
Sawda, who was much older,
extended her motherly benevolence to the younger women.
Aisha and Hafsa had a lasting relationship.
As for Zaynab, however,
she became ill and died eight months after her marriage
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6. Hind bint Abi Umayya (Umm Salama)

Her real name was Hind, but she was known as Umm Salamah.
Her husband, Abdullah bin Abdul Asad was known as Abu Salamah.
They had migrated to Holy Ethiopia,
The death of Zaynab coincided with that of Abu Salamah,
a devout Muslim, as a result of his wounds from the Battle of Uhud. Abu Salamah's widow,
Umm Salama Hind bint Abi Umayya also a devoted Muslim,
had none but her young children. Umm Salamah was pregnant at that time.
Her manless plight reportedly saddened the Muslims,
And after waiting the period (known as iddah),
some Muslims proposed marriage to her; but she declined.
When Muhammad proposed her marriage, she initially refused. She was reluctant for three reasons:
she claimed to suffer from jealousy and pointed out the prospect of an unsuccessful marriage,
her old age, and her young family that needed support.
But Muhammad replied that he would pray to God to free her from jealousy,
that he too was of old age, and that her family was like his family.
She married Muhammad.
Muhammad (S) insisted.
She was with Muhammad (S) during the trip to Makkah from the pilgrimage,
which resulted in the Hudaybiyah treaty.
Her advice and counsel proved crucial during those very critical days.
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7. Zaynab bint Jahsh
Zaynab was a cousin and wife of Muhammad (S). Zaynab (ra) had been married to Zayd. Zayd was Muhammad's exslave and his adopted son. Muhammad (S) appeared to set a precedent that slaves should be freed and should carry no
stigma from their past. Zaynab, who was Muhammad's (S) cousin, may have married Zayd under moral duress.
Zayd had been born into the Kalb tribe but as a child he had been kidnapped by slave-traders.
Zaynab, supported by her brother Abdullah, at first refused the proposal on the grounds that, "I am the widow of Sudan’s
Quraysh. "They presumably meant that Zaynab's social status was too high to allow her to marry an ex-slave. It has been
asserted that these social differences were precisely the reasons why Muhammad wanted to arrange the marriage:
Zayd went to Muhammad, saying: “Prophet, I have heard about your visit. Perhaps you admire Zaynab, so I will divorce

her. Muhammad replied, “No, fear Allah and keep your wife.” The marriage did not last long.
Muhammad expected criticism from the people if he married Zaynab… “but it is more fitting that thou shouldst fear
Allah. Then when Zaid had dissolved (his marriage) with her, with the necessary (formality), We joined her in marriage to
thee: in order that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the Believers in (the matter of) marriage with the wives of their
adopted sons, when they have divorced from them. And Allah's command must be fulfilled.” (Q33:37)
Zaynab was known for her extraordinary piety and righteousness.
She was in her late middle age when she married the Prophet.
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8. Rayhana bint Zayd
In 626, Rayhana bint Zayd,
was a Jewish woman enslaved along with others
after the defeat of the Banu Qurayza tribe.
Her relationship with Muhammed is disputed.
The sources regarding her status differ as to whether
she was a concubine or whether she eventually married him.
Most of the sources reveal that she was an enslaved woman

Her first husband was one of the 600-900 Qurayza men
whom Muhammad beheaded in April 627.
He enslaved all the women and selected Rayhana for himself
because she was the most beautiful.
When she refused to marry him,
he kept her as a concubine instead.
She died shortly before Muhammad in 632.
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9. Juwariyah bint al-Harith
The prisoners of war captured after the defeat of
Banu Musta'liq (sub-tribe of Khuza 'ah) included Juwayriyah.
She was the daughter of the defeated tribal chief.
Her husband had been killed in the skirmish.
She would have become a companion's, Thabit bin Qays', slave.
She found that unacceptable and petitioned the Prophet.

He freed her by paying Thabit her ransom
and offered to restore her prestige by marrying her.
She accepted, and an important byproduct of the marriage
was that the entire over seven hundred prisoners of war of the tribe
of Banu Musta'liq were freed.
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10. Umm Habibah bint Abu Sufyan
Ramla (mother of Habibah)
was initially married to 'Ubaydullah bin Jahsh

The two migrated to Ethiopia,

and after the migration 'Ubaydullah converted to Christianity.
Ramla remained a Muslim, resulting in a separation and divorce.
Muhammad (S) sent an envoy to Negus with a proposal
that he should conduct his marriage
to Umm Habibah "in absentia."
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11. Safiyyah bint Huyay
Her real name was Zaynab,
but she was known by the nickname of Safiyyah.

She was a prisoner of war following an assault on Khaybar.
Both her father and brother had died during the war.

She was initially assigned to a companion, Wahyi Kalby,
but when it was realized that she was the daughter of a tribal chief,
other companions objected.
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12. Maymunah bint al-Harith
Maymunah's first marriage resulted in a divorce,
and her second husband died,
making her both a widow and a divorcee.
One of the Prophet's close companions,
Abbas proposed that Muhammad (S) should marry her.

He agreed, demonstrating that it was no longer a stigma
for a woman to be both divorced and widowed.
They felt it would be inappropriate for her to be assigned to anyone other than the Prophet.
She was occasionally the subject of sarcasm
because of her Jewish parentage.
Whenever the Prophet became aware of this,
he showed his annoyance.
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13. Mariyah
Muhammad's (S) last son was born to Mariyah, the Coptic.
She was one of the two slave girls presented
to the Prophet by the Archbishop of Alexandria.

He kept her despite the objections of his other wives,
who feared her beauty. She gave birth to a son, Ibrahim,
who, like the other two sons born to Khadijah, died in infancy.
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14. Mulayka bint Kaab
Her family resisted the Muslim invasion of Mecca.
Needing to appease the conqueror, they gave him the
beautiful Mulayka as a bride.
When she realised that Muhammad's army had killed her father,
she demanded a divorce, which he granted her.
She died a few weeks later.
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15. Fatima al-Aliya bint Zabyan al-Dahhak
She was the daughter of a minor chief who had converted to Islam.
Muhammad divorced her after only a few weeks
"because she peeked at men in the mosque courtyard."
Not to be Mistaken for Fatima bint Muhammad the Prophet’s only daughter:
*The Prophet of Islam had only one daughter named Fatima.
Her mother Khadija had two other daughters from her two earlier marriages.
When The Prophet married Khadija,
both daughters came with her mother to live in the house of the Prophet.
Hazrat Fatima (sa) was born five years before Bethat
when Muhammad (S) was about 35 years old
and her mother Khadija was about 50 years old.
She has many other titles. Zahra (Lady of Light)
and Sayyidatun Nisa al Alamin (Leader of the women of the worlds).
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16. Asma bint Al-Numan
She was a princess from Yemen whose family hoped the marriage alliance
would ward off a military invasion from Medina.
But Muhammad divorced her before consummation after
Aisha tricked her into reciting the divorce formula.
Ibn Abbas narrated:
"The Messenger of God married Asma´ Bint al-Nu`man,
and she was the most beautiful and elegant woman of her time.
When the Messenger of God began to marry foreign women, `
A´isha said, 'His attention is now so drawn to the foreign ones
that they nearly turned his face away from us.'
When the wives of the Prophet saw Asma´, they envied her and said to her, '
If you want to have favour with him, take refuge with God from him as soon as he enters upon you.'
So when he entered, took away the veil, and stretched out his hand to her, she said,
'I take refuge with God from you.' He replied, 'Go back to your family.' "
Abu Usaid narrated: "...When he reached her, he fell down on her to kiss her, so she said to him, 'I take refuge
with God from you.' Muhammad was told that she was deceived and that she was quite young,
but he never took her back." Asma later married a brother of Umm Salama.
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17. Al-Jariya

She was a domestic slave belonging to Zaynab bint Jahsh,
who made Muhammad a present of her.
She seems to have been an "unofficial" concubine
who did not have a regular turn on his roster.
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18. Amra bint Yazid

She was a Bedouin of no political importance.
Muhammad divorced her before consummation
when he saw she had symptoms of leprosy.
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19. Tukana al-Quraziya

She was a member of the defeated Qurayza tribe
whom Muhammad selected as one of his personal slaves.
She appears to have been another "unofficial" concubine
without a regular turn on the roster.
After Muhammad's death, she married Abbas.

28

Engagements and Broken Contracts
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1. Ghaziya (Umm Sharik) bint Jabir
She was a poor widow with dependent children.
She sent Muhammad a proposal of marriage, and he agreed to the contract.
However, when he met her in person,
he saw that, although attractive, she was "old",
and he divorced her immediately.
She never remarried.

30

2. Khawla bint Hudhayl
She was a princess from the powerful Christian Taghlib tribe
in northern Arabia.
Her uncle arranged the marriage,
which was expected to be politically advantageous on both sides.

Muhammad signed the contract,
but Khawla died on her journey to Medina,
before they met in person.
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3. Sharaf bint Khalifa
She was an aunt of Khawla bint Hudhayl.
After Khawla's death,
the family tried to substitute Sharaf.
In one tradition, Sharaf also died before consummation.

In another tradition, Muhammad changed his mind and broke off the contract.
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4. Layla bint al-Khutaym
One of the first converts in Medina,
Layla asked Muhammad to marry her so that her clan, the Zafar,
would be the most closely allied to the Prophet.
He agreed. However,
Layla's family warned her that
she was too "jealous and whip-tongued" to adapt well to polygamy,
which would cause political problems for the whole community.
Under this pressure, Layla broke off the engagement.
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5. Umm Habib bint Al-Abbas
She was Muhammad's cousin.
He saw her as a baby crawling around and remarked,
"If I am alive when she grows up, I will marry her."
He changed his mind when he found out that
her father had been his foster-brother
and he died soon afterwards.
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6. Sana al-Nashat bint Rifaa (Asma) ibn As-Salt
She was the daughter of a Muslim warrior
who hoped to advance his career
by becoming Muhammad's father-in-law.
Muhammad signed the contract,
but Sana died before the marriage could be consummated.
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7. Umra bint Rifaa
She was the sister of Sana (above). After Sana died,
their father tried to interest Muhammad in Umra.
At first he agreed, but he later changed his mind,
ostensibly because Rifaa boasted that Umra

"has never known a day's illness in her life."
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8. Bint Jundub ibn Damra of Janda’a
Nothing is known about this woman
except that Muhammad contracted marriage with her
but divorced her before consummation.

37

9. Jamra bint Al-Harith
She proposed marriage to Muhammad, and he accepted.
Her father informed him that she suffered from a serious disease,
whereupon Muhammad broke off the engagement.
According to the Muslim chroniclers,
her father arrived home
only to find that
she really had been afflicted with leprosy.
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10. Al-Shanba’ bint Amr
She was from a Bedouin tribe who appeared friendly to Muhammad
but who had also been friends of the Qurayza tribe.
Al-Shanba’ insulted Muhammad on the first day
by implying that he was not a true prophet,

and he divorced her immediately.

39

11. Qutayla (Habla) bint Qays
She was a cousin of Asma bint Al-Numan,
and the Yemenites sent her to Muhammad as a substitute bride.
He signed the marriage contract but he died before Qutayla arrived in Medina.
As soon as she heard that he was dead, she apostated from Islam.
Soon afterwards she married an Arab chief
who was a leader in the Apostasy Wars.
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12. Mary, mother of Jesus (T he A fterlife)
Muhammad said that Allah had wedded him in Heaven
to the Virgin Mary,
who is one of the four perfect women.
The Qur'an refers several times to Mary,
praising her chastity and affirming the virgin birth of Jesus.
Muhammad said she lived in a beautiful jewelled palace
in Paradise next to Khadijah's.

Qur'an 3:33-51; Qur'an 19:16-40; Qur'an 21:91;Qur'an 66:12.
Sahih Bukhari 4:55:642. Sahih Bukhari 5:58:163. Sahih Muslim 31:5965. Majlisi, Hayat al-Qulub 2:26.
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13. Queen Asiya of Egypt (T he A fterlife)
Muhammad said that Allah had wedded him in Heaven
to Queen Asiya,
who is one of the four perfect women.
The Qur'an tells how A siya rescued the infant Moses from the evil Pharaoh,
and how Pharaoh later tortured his wife to death for her monotheism.
Muhammad said that Asiya's palace in Heaven
was on the other side of Khadijah's.

Qur'an 28:4-13; Qur'an 66:11.
Jump up↑ Sahih Muslim 31:5966.
Jump up↑ Ibn Kathir, Tafsir on Qur'an 66:11.
Jump up↑ Majlisi, Hayat al-Qulub 2:26.
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14. Kulthum bint Amram (T he A fterlife)
Muhammad originally believed that Maryam the sister of Moses
and Maryam the mother of Jesus were one and the same.
When he realised his mistake,
he apparently over-corrected by deciding that Moses' sister was not even named Maryam.

He renamed her Kulthum ("Chubby Cheeks") and said that
Allah had wedded her to him in Heaven.
He did not say that she was a perfect woman
or that she lived next to Khadijah.

Qur'an 19:27-28.
Jump up↑ Sahih Muslim 5:326.
Jump up↑ Majlisi, Hayat al-Qulub 2:26.
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Proposals Refused by The Prophet Muhammad *pbuh
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1. Fakhita (Umm Hani) bint Abi Talib
Muhammad proposed to his cousin Fakhita,
but her father married her off to a wealthy Makhzumite poet.
Nearly forty years later, after Muhammad conquered Mecca,
Fakhita's husband fled rather than convert to Islam,
causing an automatic divorce.
Muhammad proposed to Fakhita again, but she refused,
saying she could not be equally fair to a new husband
and her young children.
Later still, Fakhita came to Muhammad,
saying her children had grown up and she was finally ready to marry him;
but he said she was too late.
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2. “As Many Wives as You Want”
The chiefs of Mecca offered Muhammad
"as many wives as you want in marriage,"
together with wealth, political power
and the services of a competent exorcist,
if only he would stop insulting their gods.
Muhammad refused this offer,
which was made while Khadijah was still alive.

46

3. Habiba bint Sahl
Habiba was a prominent member of the Najjar clan in Medina.
When the chief died with no obvious heir, Muhammad proposed to Habiba.
His companions warned him that the women of Medina were not used to polygamy
and that the men were very jealous for the happiness of their daughters;

if this marriage turned out badly, key citizens might withdraw their support from Islam.
Muhammad retracted his proposal,
but the Najjar clan made him their chief anyway.
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4. Al-Ansariya
This unnamed woman proposed to Muhammad in Hafsa's presence.
Hafsa decried the shame of a woman who would throw herself at a man,
but Muhammad retorted,
"She is better than you because she wanted me while you only find fault."
He refused the proposal,
but promised the woman a reward in Paradise for asking.
In fact several Ansar women are said to have proposed to Muhammad;
while this example is anonymous,
it clearly refers to a woman who is distinct
from Layla bint Khutaym.
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5. Khawla bint Hakim
This is the same Khawla bint Hakim who arranged
Muhammad's marriages to Aisha and Sawda.
Her first husband was Hafsa's uncle,
and their elder son fought at Badr.

After being widowed, Khawla asked Muhammad to marry her,
but he refused without giving a reason.
However, he found her a new husband the same day.

49

6. Dubaa bint Amir
Dubaa was a wealthy noblewoman to whom
Muhammad sent a marriage proposal
when he heard about her beautiful long hair
that filled a whole room when she sat down.
But by the time she accepted him,
he had been advised that she was “elderly”
(her grown-up son had been born from her third marriage)
so he retracted his proposal
before he had even met her.
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7. Izza bint Abi Sufyan
She was the sister of Muhammad’s wife Ramlah.
Ramlah proposed Izza as a bride, "since, as I cannot be your only wife,
I would like to share my good fortune with my sister."

But Muhammad refused saying
he could not marry two sisters concurrently.
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8. Durrah bint Abi Salama
She was the daughter of Muhammad's wife Hind.
Another wife, Ramlah, noticed that Muhammad admired Durrah
and asked if he intended to marry her.
He replied that he could not marry his stepdaughter;
and besides, her father had been his foster-brother.
On the day Muhammad died, Durrah was only six years old.

Sahih Muslim 8:3412; Sahih Muslim 8:3413.
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9. Umama bint Hamza
She was Muhammad's cousin
and said to be the prettiest girl in the family.
Ali proposed her as a bride while she was still a child,
but Muhammad said that he could not marry her
because her father had been his foster-brother.
She later married his stepson, Salama ibn Abi Salama.
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10. Safiyah bint Bashshama
She was a war-captive from Mesopotamia.
Muhammad asked her to marry him,
but when she said she wanted to return to her husband,
he allowed her family to ransom her.

It is said that her family
cursed her for placing her personal happiness
above the political needs of the tribe
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Brother Zayd ibn Muhammad: Form er Husband to Z aynab
Zayd was purchased by a merchant of Mecca, Hakim ibn Hizam,
who gave the boy as a present to his aunt, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid.
He remained in her possession until the day she married Muhammad,
when she gave the slave as a wedding present to her bridegroom.

Muhammad became very attached to Zayd,
to whom he referred as al-Habib (“the beloved”).[2]
Some years later, some members of Zayd’s tribe
happened to arrive in Mecca on pilgrimage.
They encountered Zayd and recognised each other,
and he asked them to take a message home.
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Brother Zayd: Z ayid ibn M uhammad
On receiving this message, Zayd’s father and uncle immediately set out for Mecca. They found Muhammad at
the Kaabaand promised him any ransom if he would return Zayd to them. Muhammad replied that Zayd should
be allowed to choose his fate, but that if he wished to return to his family, Muhammad would release him without accepting any ransom in exchange.
They called for Zayd, who easily recognised his father and uncle, but told them that he did not want to leave
Muhammad, “for I have seen something in this man, and I am not the kind of person who would ever choose
anyone in preference to him.”
At this, Muhammad took Zayd to the steps of the Kaaba, where legal contracts were agreed and witnessed, and
announced to the crowds: “Witness that Zayd becomes my son, with mutual rights of inheritance.” On seeing
this, Zayd’s father and uncle “were satisfied,” and they returned home without him.[6]
In accordance with the Arabic custom of adoption, Zayd was thereafter known as “Zayd ibn Muhammad” and
was a freedman, regarded socially and legally as Muhammad’s son
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Brother Zayd: Offered the Poison M eat
At an unknown date before 610, Zayd accompanied Muhammad to Ta'if. Near Baldah on their way back to
Mecca, they met Zayd ibn Amr and offered him some of the cooked meat that Zayd was carrying in their bag.
Zayd ibn Amr, an outspoken monotheist, replied, "I do not eat anything which you slaughter in the name of
your stone idols.

I eat none but those things on which Allah's Name has been mentioned at the time of slaughtering."
After this encounter, said Muhammad, "I never stroked an idol of theirs, nor did I sacrifice to them, until God
honoured me with his apostleship."
When Muhammad reported in 610 that he had received a revelation from the angel Gabriel, Zayd was one of
the FIRST REV ERTS TO ISLA M.
While Khadijah was the first Muslim of all, she was closely followed by her neighbour Lubaba bint
al-Harith,her four daughters, and the FIRST MALE REVERTS, ALI, ZAYD AND ABU BAKR.
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Brother Zayd: M arriage to Zaynab bint Jahsh
Around 625 Muhammad proposed that his cousin, Zaynab bint Jahsh, should marry Zayd. At first she refused on the grounds
that she was of the Quraysh.[25] Ibn Kathir asserts that differences between Zaynab's social status and Zayd's were precisely the
reason why Muhammad wanted to arrange the marriage: "The Prophet was well aware that it is a person’s standing in the eyes
of Allah that is important, rather than his or her status in the eyes of the people... their marriage would demonstrate that it was
not who their ancestors were, but rather their standing in the sight of Allah, that mattered."
Adjustments to Adoption
After these events, the traditional Arab form of adoption was no longer recognized in Islam; it was replaced by kafala. Three
verses of the Qur'an were written about this. Al-Tabari states that Q33:40 was revealed because "the Munafiqun made this a
topic of their conversation and reviled the Prophet, saying 'Muhammad prohibits [marriage] with the [former] wives of one's
own sons, but he married the [former] wife of his son Zayd.'"
"Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but (he is) the Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets: and Allah
has full knowledge of all things." —Sura al-Ahzab Quran 33:40 (
Zayd reverted to being known by his original name of Zayd ibn Harithah and was no longer considered Muhammad's legal son
after the revelation of Q33:5:[27]
"Call them by their fathers' names..." —Sura al-Ahzab Quran 33:5
Ibn Saad indicates that Q33:37 was a specific instruction to Muhammad and Zaynab to marry and that it explains why their
marriage was necessary.
"Behold! Thou didst say to one who had received the grace of Allah and thy favour: 'Retain thou (in wedlock) thy wife, and
fear Allah.' But thou didst hide in thy heart that which Allah was about to make manifest: thou didst fear the people, but it is
more fitting that thou shouldst fear Allah. Then when Zaid had dissolved (his marriage) with her, with the necessary
(formality), We joined her in marriage to thee: in order that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the Believers in (the matter
of) marriage with the wives of their adopted sons, when the latter have dissolved with the necessary (formality) (their marriage) with them. And Allah's command must be fulfilled." —Sura al-AhzabQuran 33:37 (Translated by Yusuf Ali)
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Brother Zayd: Death
Zayd led his final expedition in September 629 C.E. A Muslim force of 3,000 men set out to raid
the Byzantine city of Bosra. However, a Byzantine force of "100,000 Greeks joined by 100,000 men from
Lakhm and Judham and Al-Qayn and Bahra and Bali" intercepted them at a village called Mu'tah.

Zayd held the standard at the Battle of Mu'tah until he was struck down by a spear-thrust and he bled to
death. The other two leaders, Ja`far ibn Abī Tālib and `Abd Allah ibn Rawahah, were also killed, and the Muslim army was routed.
On hearing of Zayd's death, Muhammad went to the family. "The daughter of Zayd wept before the Messenger
of Allah and the Messenger of Allah wept until he sobbed. Saad ibn Ubada said, 'Messenger of Allah, what is
this?' He answered, 'This is the yearning of the lover for the beloved.'"
Brother Zayd: W ars
Zayd was "one of the famous archers among the Prophet's Companions." According to Aisha, "The Messenger
of Allah did not ever send Zayd ibn Haritha in an army without putting him in command of it, even if he
stayed after he appointed him." Zayd commanded seven military expeditions.
Al-Qarada in November 624. He captured a caravan of merchandise, but most of the Meccan merchants escaped. & Al-Jumum in September 627. & Al-'Is in October 627. & At-Taraf, a raid in the Nakhl region "on the
road to Iraq".
Wadi al-Qura. Zayd raided the area in November 627, but the Fazara tribe counter-attacked, killing some of
the Muslims, while Zayd was carried wounded from the field. Zayd swore revenge and, he recovered from his
injuries in January 628 and returned to Wadi al-Qura with a larger army. This time he defeated the Fazari.
Hisma, or Khushayn, against the Judham tribe in October 628 & The Battle of Mu'tah in September 629,
where Zayd was killed.
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Daniel in Muslim literature
Muslim tradition recounts that it was Daniel who preached in Babylon, exhorting the people to return to God.
He lived during the reign of Cyrus, and taught this prince the unity of God and the true religion of Islam
Daniel (Arabic: ,دانيالDaniyal) is usually considered by Muslims to have been aprophet. Although he is not
mentioned in the Qur'an,[1] there are a few Hadithand Muslim records which bear his name and which refer to
his time spent in the den of the lions.
The Lions: Ibn Abi Al-Dunya narrated the following, based on a chain of citations:
Nebuchadnezzar captured two lions and threw them into a pit. He then brought Daniel and threw him at them;
yet they did not pounce at him; rather, he remained as God wished. When then he desired food and drink, God
revealed to Jeremiah, who was in Sham: "Prepare food and drink for Daniel." He said: "O Lord I am inJerusalem while Daniel is in Babylon." God revealed to him: "Do what I have commanded you to do, and I shall
send you one who will carry you and what you have prepared."
Jeremiah did so and God sent him something that would carry him until he arrived at the brink of the pit. Then
Daniel asked: "Who is this?" He answered: "I am Jeremiah." He asked: "What brought you?" He answered:
"Your Lord sent me to you." He said: "And so my Lord has remembered me?" He said: "Yes." Daniel said:
"Praise be to God Who has never forgotten me!
And Praise be to God Who never forgets those who appeal to Him! And Praise be to Him Who compensates
good with good, rewards patience with safety, dispels harm after distress, assures us when we are overwhelmed, and is our hope when skill fails us."
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BIBLICAL BOOK OF DANIEL: THE STORY OF SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (sometimes spelled Abendigo) are biblical characters in the book of Daniel chapters 1–3.
They are depicted as being saved by divine intervention from the Babylonian execution of being burned alive in a fiery furnace. They, along with Daniel, are presented as representatives of Jewsof royal or noble birth from the Kingdom of Judah who
were inducted intoBabylon after Jerusalem was besieged by Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar in 605 BC.
Asked to worship the gods of Babylon, Their response: "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in
this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and He will rescue us from
your hand, O king. But even if He does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up."[v.16-18]
Nebuchadnezzar demanded that the execution furnace be heated seven times hotter than usual. Valiant soldiers of the King’s
army were ordered to firmly bind the fully clothed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and cast them in the blazing furnace.
Upon approaching the mouth of the furnace, the fire was so hot that the soldiers perished while attempting to throw in the
three tightly bound Jews (who then fell in).
When the King saw what appeared to be not three, but four men in the furnace, unbound and walking about, the fourth having
a divine appearance, he called to them to come out. As the three convicted men came out unharmed, King Nebuchadnezzar
acknowledged the power of their God, even going as far as to make a decree, whereby people of any nation who say anything
against the God of the Jews are to be killed. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were then given promotions to their positions
over the province of Babylon.[v.24-30]
In Christian tradition, one interpretation of identifying the fourth man in the furnace is that of Christ[v.25], although he is more
often shown in the arts as the Archangel Michael. The pagan king reasoned that the being in the fire was divine.
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Luqman Peace be unto Him
Luqman (also known as Luqman the Wise, Luqman al-Hakeem
Luqman (c. 1100 BC) is believed to be from Holy Ethiopia. Sura 31 is named after him.
There are many stories about Luqman in Arabic & Turkish literature and the primary historical sources are
the Tafsir ibn Kathir and Stories of the Qur'an byIbn Kathir.
The Qur'an does not state whether or not Luqman was a prophet, but some people believe him to be a prophet
and thus write Alayhis salaam(A.S.) with his name.
The Bahá'í holy writings also make reference to Luqman.
Source of Luqman's wisdom
Luqman was described as a perceptive man, always watching the animals and plants of his surroundings, and
he tried to understand the world based on what he saw. One day, whilst sleeping under a tree, an angel came to
him and said thatAllah wanted to bestow a gift upon Luqman: either wisdom or being king.
Luqman chose wisdom, and when he woke from his slumber, he was aware that his senses and understanding
had sharpened. He felt in complete harmony with nature and could understand the inner meaning of things,
beyond their physical reality. Immediately he bowed down, thanked and praised Allah for this wonderful gift.
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Luqman *pbuh & the Wicked En-slavers
Luqman was captured by slavers and sold as a slave. He was deprived of his freedom and could neither move nor
speak freely. This was the first trial he had to bear. He suffered his bondage patiently, for his heart was lit with faith
and hope.
Luqman *pbuh: T he T ongue & T he Heart
The man who bought him was a good as well as an intelligent man. He treated Luqman with kindness. He was able
to detect that Luqman was not an ordinary man and tried to test his intelligence. He ordered Luqman to slaughter a
sheep and to bring its worst part to him. Luqman slaughtered the sheep and took its heart and tongue to his master.
On receiving them his master smiled, fascinated by Luqman's choice of the 'worst'.
He understood that Luqman was trying to convey some deep meaning, though he could not make out exactly what.
From this moment his owner began to take more interest in Luqman and showed more kindness to him.
A few days later, Luqman was again instructed to slaughter a sheep, but this time he was asked to take the best
parts of the animal to the owner. Luqman slaughtered a sheep, and to his master's amazement, again brought the
same organs (the heart and the tongue).
His master asked Luqman how the heart and the tongue could be both the worst and the best parts. The wise
Luqman answered: The tongue and the heart are the sweetest parts if its owner is pure; and if he is wicked, they too
are as wicked! Thereafter, Luqman's owner held him in great respect. Luqman was consulted by many people for
advice, and the fame of his wisdom spread all over the country.
Luqman *pbuh: On death
In the Bahá'í writings, Luqman presents the following analogy to his son to explain the inevitability of the afterlife:
"O Son, if thou art able not to sleep, then thou art able not to die.
And if thou art able not to waken after sleep, then thou shalt be able not to rise after death.”
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SHIA VS SUNI
SUPPOSEDLY: FAMILY VS “SUNNAH”
Sunnah being the ways and actions of The Prophet Muhammad *pbuh
“Oh people! Know that Allah has assigned him (Ali) as a guardian and a leader for you, whose obedience is
obligatory for the immigrants, the helpers, and those who follow them in goodness, and for everyone, whether
nomad or city resident, Arab or non-Arab, free or slave, young or old, white or black, and for every monotheist. His (Ali’s) decree is to be carried out, his saying is sanctioned as law, and his command is effective.”

I’d say the Shi’a version doesn’t quite hit the progressive notes Faizi does, as it accepts without comment the
hierarchy of classes that existed in the age of Muhammad pbuh. The traditional Shi’a sources for the Last Sermon, other than the Koran, are different from the Sunni.
Historically, the main point of contention between the Sunni and Shi’a versions is not about equality at all. It
revolves around what two “weighty things” Muhammad left to his followers. Sunnis contend that he left the
Koran and the Sunnah—a record of the manners and actions of Muhammad pbuh. Shi’as insist Muhammad
pbuh said he left the Koran and his family (ahl al-bayt) from which the reigning Caliph, the political leader of
the worldwide Islamic state (ummah) was always to be selected.
This difference led directly to the split in Islam upon Muhammad’s death (pbuh) in 632 A.D.
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BLUE EYED DEVILS
~White is not superior to black~

Sahih International:
The Day the Horn will be blown. And We will gather the criminals, that Day, blue-eyed.

Narrated by Imam Ahmad: Surely, there is no advantage (preference) for an Arab over an aajami (non-Arab),
nor a non-Arab over an Arab, nor a white over a black, except by piousness and good deeds.
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THE DESERT ARABS ARE THE WORST IN DISBELIEF

Q9:97 The Desert Arabs are the worst in Disbelief and hypocrisy, and most fitted to be in ignorance of the
command which Allah hath sent down to His Messenger: But Allah is All-knowing, All-Wise.
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THE DESERT ARABS ARE THE WORST IN DISBELIEF
-Call them to prayer in remembrance of their maker.

Q9:97 The Desert Arabs are the worst in Disbelief and hypocrisy,
and most fitted to be in ignorance of the command
which Allah hath sent down to His Messenger:
But Allah is All-knowing,
All-Wise.
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